Edinburgh Academicals Cricket Club 2004

For the 1stXI, the 2004 season was a season for consolidation. Another new league set up with a top league and then 2 national Divisions, with Accies in the South Division. Our aims for the season were to avoid relegation and to finish in the top five. We finished in sixth place, were briefly contenders for promotion and were never near relegation.

The team was once again captained by Shaun McWilliam, with overseas professional Steve Spoljaric returning for a 6th season. The overseas amateur was Justin Cox (who coached at the Junior School).  

Unlike last season we did start well and won 3 of the first 5 matches, and the two early losses were both matches that were there for the taking. After this things went awry. Raeburn Place hosted games for the U21 Rugby World Cup, and we agreed to rearrange games against Hillhead and SMRH to later in the season and New Field respectively. This resulted in no home fixtures for 8 weeks – and no wins in 6 of them. We do play our best cricket at “fortress” Raeburn Place, and we were unable to claw our way back from this drought of wins. However, without really playing great cricket we managed to win 3 out of our final six games.  Steve Spoljaric again topped the batting and bowling averages, and Stuart Moffat, Andrew Moffat, Stuart Cosh, Justin Cox and new recruit Mike Thomson all contributed regular runs.
The season was full of positives. While the record shows that we finished 6th, this team will play far better than this.   There were on average 5 FP’s in the 1st XI, and the real positive is the number of new players this year – most of them Accies.  With players like Steve Spoljaric, Stu Moffat, Andy Moffat and Stuart Cosh in the team, EACC will be seriously challenging for promotion to the SNCL Premiership.

Overall, the season was one to be remembered on and off the park. The influx of new players needs to continue for the club to continue its progress. EACC’s success should encourage schoolboys to follow in the footsteps of Nick Lyle, Harry Paton and Stuart Cosh by playing for the club next year, moreover EACC hopes to forge closer links with the Academy cricket next season.

The 2nd XI was again captained brilliantly by Martin Burns, and competed admirably in East League Division 5 to finish in the top half of the league. The major highlights for the season were Richard Allison’s 2 big hundreds, his first ever, and Tony Ostrowski’s two consecutive half centuries struck before the summer rains came.  Next year the aim for the team is to gain promotion to Division 4 and thereafter to progress up the table, but the absence of a core of half a dozen players available to turn out regularly led to variable performances and a lack of consistency. Hence our determination is to welcome fresh faces and to further develop our relationship with the School.

Next season is going to be big! Next season will be the 150th anniversary of EACC. There will be a celebratory dinner held in the spring in Edinburgh to which we will invite guests from the Academy, Accies, and friends of EACC.

On the cricket side of things we have appointed Mike Thomson (1stXI opening bat and qualified coach) as the official EACC coach, and he will organise net practices with greater structure than before. This will lead to improved performances in all aspects of EACC cricket. There will be several events to mark the 150 years of EACC, and one of these will be a cricket festival that will include the match against the school at the end of term. We intend to make it a season to remember by playing entertaining, positive and winning cricket.

EACC is in good shape for 2005. This year, as ever, we had great teams, massive spirit and lots of laughs. If you are looking for a cricket club for next season, do yourself a huge favour and get in touch. Be a part of the celebration of Accies’ cricket! 

Contributed by Andy Moffat, Alastair Carmichael and Tony Ostrowski
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ACADEMICALS IN SIDE 2004

ANDREW MOFFAT

STUART MOFFAT

ALASTAIR CARMICHAEL

ALISTAIR SWARBRICK

NEIL SELLER

DAVID HILL

NICK LYALL

HARRY PATON

STUART COSH

RICHARD ALLISON

