EACC SEASON 2003

This was another of those seasons in which the 1st XI did neither one thing nor another – we were not promoted and we were not relegated either. It was however a season during which we learned a few things about EACC and about ourselves.

We finished up being in 7th place in the third division of the Scottish National League; played 18, 1 wash out, 8 wins and 9 losses.

 There were 10 teams in this division and while 7th place does not sound great it was in fact a considerable achievement when a number of other considerations are taken into account. The National Leagues are now run on a straight win/lose basis with the winner getting 25 points and the loser getting points for runs scored and wickets taken. We started off the season without a win in the first 6 matches – 5 losses and one game rained off – and that was the worst start that EACC 1st XI has had for a long time. We have never been good starters due to holiday and exam commitments to name but two and this season was no exception. Our inability to field sufficiently strong sides was punished by teams that we were to beat comfortably in the second half of the season when our player availability had improved. We even contrived to lose to Kelburne which was the side that was the obvious relegation candidate and which was duly demoted at the end of the season in bottom place and with only that one win to its name.

Even the professional and captain, Steven Spoljaric, normally a prolific run scorer and wicket taker was not firing on all cylinders and so the decision was taken to try something different. “Spolly” was freed from the burden of captaining the struggling side and that burden was taken up and shared for the rest of the season by the wicket keeper Shaun McWilliam and by former captain Alastair Carmichael. Things changed rapidly and “Spolly” went on to score over 900 league runs and take nearly 40 wickets in the season. We won 8 out of the remaining11 matches.

We discovered a confidence about ourselves and about the cricket that we could play. Even after those terrible first six matches it was obvious that were backing ourselves to win matches and to clamber up the league. That is a confidence that had been lacking in recent years but is now strong.

It was fantastic to see FPs doing well in this fight back. Henry Allison joined and immediately made an impact by batting in partnerships that helped to win matches. Niall Sellar continued to impress with the bat and with his unflappable approach to the pressures of opening the batting. David Blair played several innings and although he did not score a big one he looked confident at the crease and promises to deliver the goods next season. Andy Moffat played several crucial innings both in supporting “Spolly” and also as principal striker as well as collecting some wickets with his off spinners. If he could be persuaded to bowl in the nets he could become a main strike bowler! Alastair Carmichael put in another season of tight seam and swing and at last managed to take a genuine wicket with a slower ball!

A word also for Shaun McWilliam whose captaincy went from strength to strength and who played an innings of awesome tenacity against an aggressive Jon Kent (Stewarts-Melville and Scotland) to take us to what was probably the most satisfying victory of the season.  

It was rewarding to see so many FPs playing good quality cricket and to have those new players coming from the FPs. This was a season of hard cricket, played on fast wickets against some uncompromising quick bowling, a season in which we asked for no quarter and gave none because we believed in ourselves and as a result emerged as winners.

We have made sure that we will still be in the National League (the highest standard in Scotland) next season, we have generated a toughness of mind that will stay with us and we have benefited from more Accies at the club. Most importantly we had a great team spirit and a lot of laughs. If anybody out there is looking for a cricket club for next season – you’d be insane to even think of joining any other club!

