Edinburgh Academicals 1st XI – 2006 season report
2006 started with an unusually bright sunny April day to welcome the start of the season. An active recruitment program, combined with a large number of new player enquiries from various website initiatives meant that there was a healthy inflow of potential new players to the club. 
After seven years of the same Professional, EACC also had a new Pro’ & Overseas Amateur pairing of Shane Hughes & Matt Webber from the Hamilton Wickhams Club in Newcastle, Australia. Unfortunately both were delayed for the opening game of the season v St Boswells which we lost by 9 wickets, after being bowled out for 78. It would be fair to say that the side put out that day didn’t really reflect the team which was then selected for the remainder of the season, but to start with a loss was disappointing.
Shane & Matt arrived the following week and immediately the 1st XI benefited with both scoring 72 & 44 respectively, but lack of support from the rest of the team still meant another loss by 7 wickets against a Pro dominated Perthshire side. Relying too much on your overseas players would be dangerous, as Perthshire found out to their cost later in the season. The 1st XI captain also dislocated his finger whilst keeping and would then be out of action for a few weeks which did not help the balance of the side.  
A further defeat against a strong Dumfries side in the next match was disappointing although Matt finished with 5-19 from his 10 overs, Shane scoring 88 and stand in skipper Mike Thomson with a classy 47.  The next game v St Modans fell foul of the weather which was disappointing at they were targeted as one of the weaker teams in the league and would have been an ideal opportunity to open our winning account. The following week’s game against Edinburgh also ended in defeat with the only meaningful contributions from the returning Stuart Cosh (45) & Kevin Bunten (35) and the excellent bowling of Ralph Lumby who finished with 4-51.

The start of the season had left us with a record of played five, lost four, with the remaining game being rained off. A lack of consistency with player availability and the new players taking time to settle down was very frustrating although we always felt that as soon as we select a settled side, the results would follow. 
A trip through to the West to play Weirs brought the first victory of the season. Batting first we posted a competitive 261 with Shane top scoring with a magnificent 138. More importantly Matt (58) & Stuart Cosh (30 n.o.) provided the support needed to post a winning total. Weirs chased hard but came up short with Matt claiming 3 wkts and a returning (for one game only it emerged) David ‘Chopper’ Law with 2 wkts. A first win on the board lifted everyone’s spirits and gave an indication of our capabilities for the rest of the season. 

Next up were Stoneywood Dyce at Raeburn Place who after being invited to bat, posted a score of 257 all out, with Matt being the pick of the bowlers again with a superb 4-24 off his 10 overs. A competitive start was needed and an all Academicals FP opening partnership of Stuart Cosh (51) & Stuart Moffat (55) put on 124 for the first wicket  before Shane (62 no) and Kevin Bunten (56) led us home to a tremendous 7 wicket win. A truly exceptional batting performance with all batsmen contributing to a large run chase, with nearly 3 overs to spare.
SMRH were the visitors to Raeburn Place the following week and another excellent batting performance saw EACC score 246-8; Matt showing his prowess with the bat with a hard hitting 80 not out. Good support from Stuart Cosh (34) and virtually all of the team reaching double figures had produced another winning total. SMRH were all out for 168, with all bowlers picking up wickets. Three wins on the trot put EACC above the two bottom teams in St Boswells & St Modans and the pleasing thing was scoring around 250 runs in the last three matches, which will always put you in a position to win games.

Top of the table Freuchie (and eventual champions) and Falkland were the next two visitors to Raeburn Place and the team confidence was high after three successive wins. Unfortunately the damp pitches we played on in those two weeks meant that whoever won the toss would likely decide the outcome of the match. We lost the toss in both games (blame the captain!) and were bowled out cheaply on both occasions. Against Freuchie we managed 91 all out before losing by 6 wickets and against Falkland were all out for 97, before losing by 9 wickets. After building momentum with the three successive wins, we had been beaten by the two top teams with the pitches and losing the toss proving a crucial decider in both games.
A chance to redeem ourselves against Corstorphine was denied after reducing them to 92-4 with both their Pro & Overseas players out, before the heavens opened and washed out the game. This drew the first half of the season to a close with 3 wins from a possible 9 games leaving EACC in the bottom half of the table, just above the relegation zone.

The return game v St Boswells saw a full strength side beat them with Matt Webber staring with the ball (10-5-7-6) to reduce the opposition to 96 all out, before scoring 62 not out to complete a fine all round performance, winning by 4 wickets. Away at Perthshire, we continued our winning streak and scored 223-8 with Shane (80) and Mike Keen (37) top scoring. In a nail biting win by 6 runs, top bowling performances by Shane, Matt and a returning Harry Paton (all with 2 wickets) were eclipsed by Mark ‘Pro/Lady killer’ Schubert with 4-48.

The game against a team below us in the table was next, with a visit to St Modans and their dangerous Pro & Overseas players. Restricting them to 206 all out with wickets from Alastair Carmichael (2) and both Matt & Mark Schubert with 3 wkts a piece. On his birthday, Stuart Cosh scored an immaculate 104 not out, well supported by Richard Allison (26) and Shane (50) meant another victory, this time by 8 wickets.
A very disappointing loss to Edinburgh followed after restricting them to 226 all out with Alastair Carmichael (4-40) and Kean Woodmansey (2-39) the main wicket takers. After chasing hard and reaching 206-6, we spectacularly collapsed to 213 all out. This is what is known as ‘snatching defeat from the jaws of victory’. Mike Keen was unluckily run out for 50 and Shaun McWilliam, with a captains innings of 50 not out, were both in vain. This was a game we should have won, but just wasn’t meant to be. Hopefully lady luck will be with us later in the season!
Weirs were next at Raeburn Place and were bowled out for 207 with Mark Schubert returning 4-47.  Again, after putting ourselves into a winning position against a lethargic opposition we were bowled out for 173 with only Shane (83) and Mike Thomson (30) offering any sort of resistance.

We were third bottom of the league and although well above the two automatically relegated teams, were sitting in a potential relegation play off position, which we desperately needed to avoid. The good work of wins against St Boswells & St Modens could be about to be undone.  

A cancelled game against Stoneywood Dyce, who we had been beaten earlier in the season, was the following week, although Perthshire (our rival for the relegation play off place) continued to lose. A return fixture at SMRH was a crucial game against another team that we had beaten earlier in the season. 

A superb century from Shane (116) supported by Kevin Bunten (27) and debutant Arshad Ahmed, posted a score of 234 all out. An excellent bowling & fielding display followed with SMRH all out for 90 with Matt (5-22) and Arshad (4-42). This produced a well deserved (and needed) victory. With Perthshire again losing, we were still above them in the league.
A further cancelled game against the champions Freuchie helped our cause and we were left with three remaining games which we were targeting at least two wins. 

The Falkland game was probably the defining moment of the season and without detracting from the importance of the result, we scraped home to win by one wicket. Falkland were all out for 121 with Matt (4-25) & Shane (3-29) the main wicket takers, but superbly supported by Alastair Carmichael, Mark Schubert & Arshad Ahmed.  Alastair Carmichael and current captain, Shaun McWilliam, were the last pair at the crease at 101-9 and needed 21 runs for victory. Suffice to say we rode our luck and duly scored the winning runs to register what was to be the crucial victory which kept us out of the dreaded play off place. For the full description of this nail biting victory, please read the full report on the website (http://www.acciescricket.co.uk) 
The next day was the return visit of a strong Dumfries side; EACC scored a below par 174 all out  with main contributions from Niall Sellar (25), Arshad (57) and Mark Schubert (35) who produced the SNCL 2nd Division highest 9th wicket partnership of 56 for the 2006 season. Dumfries knocked off the runs for the loss of 5 wickets which was a disappointing result but possibly due to the exhertions of the previous day against Falkland.

Although mathematically we required 2 points from our last match of the season to be safe, this was academic as the final weekend of the season was washed out due to bad weather. We were confident that if we required a victory then we would have beaten Corstorphine in our final game. 
Summary 2006 Season

Played 17, (5 matches lost due to weather) Won 8, Lost 9, finishing ninth in the SNCL Second division.  
Individual highlights include two centuries by Shane Hughes and one from Stuart Cosh. Matt Webber, in his first season in Scotland, finishing top wicket taker in Division 2 with 42 wickets at an average on 11.33.

Academicals representing EACC 1st XI this year include: - Alastair Carmichael, Richard Allison, Stuart Cosh, Alastair Swarbrick, Stuart Moffat, Niall Sellar & Harry Paton. 

An influx of new players for both the 1st& 2nd XI meant that the club was able to fulfil all fixtures and select the best possible side for each weekend.  At some points of the season the ‘selection problem’ was a genuine one with too many players to pick from which was a healthy position to be in.

The 1st XI had taken a while to find its feet but once the team squad had settled we had a competitive side to match any team in the division, especially with our new Professional & Overseas Amateur Shane Hughes & Matt Webber.   Although we finished 9th in the division, the difference between the teams above us was negligible with most teams capable of beating each other team on their day. Cancelled games against St Modans & Corstorphine (twice) and a 1st game loss against St Boswells would all be games which in normal circumstances we should win. This could have left us with 12 wins which would have been good enough to finish in the top three. 

Highlight of the season was the fantastic team spirit both on and off the field, which was as good as I have experience in the 11 years at the club. Extremely pleasing was the team support shown to Shane & Matt and not relying on both of them to win the game single handily. EACC has a well deserved reputation within the SNCL as being an extremely sociable club to play for and against and long may that reputation continue within Scottish Cricket.

Finally can I say thank you to all players who have contributed to the club this season and especially the following individuals. Alastair Carmichael (new President & 1st XI stalwart), Anthony Ostrowski, Mike Thomson & Richard Allison for providing help & guidance to the junior teams. Last, but not least, I would like to personally thank Andrew & Bridget Thomson for providing unstinting support to the team throughout the season and especially Bridget Thomson for scoring for us. You both deserve medals for having to watch us, week in week out!
Shaun McWilliam – 1st XI Captain.          
